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Childhood vaccines and their effects on children’s social and emotional development in Alberta, Canada.
In the recent past, childhood vaccination has been one of the most focused ideas for preserving wellness of children. Childhood vaccines are comprised of weakened forms of virus (commonly known as antigens) which are aimed at protecting children from certain diseases like tuberculosis, smallpox, tetanus, polio, and measles among others. However, the antigens do not generate symptoms of the disease, but they encourage the creation of antibodies which seek to safeguard the body against certain viruses shortly. Arguably, vaccines form the basis of children survival in every perspective, but in the recent past, childhood vaccination has raised social challenges in different states for example in Alberta Canada..In Canada, various programs have been adopted by the National Advisory Committee on Immunization (NACI). Despite these concerns, discussing childhood vaccination in Alberta is more inflammatory than any other topic. The topic is intensively discussed by parents, friends, extended family members, neighbors, and acquaintances all giving thought and opinions. Evidently, many of the parents have outlined that social and emotional considerations should be put in place concerning children vaccinations. The chosen perspective in this concern is symbolic interactionism theory. It provides a social explanation of how families and societies operate with the evident signs and symbols, words and gesture and the attached responsibilities towards nurturing children (Vaccine Industry Committee, 2017). Arguably, it provides varied understanding, expectations, and perceptions towards childhood healthcare which greatly impacts on children social and emotional development all through their life. Childhood vaccination is good for social and emotional development for children because; it helps to safeguard the health of our children from viral diseases and premature deaths and retardation; it is also disadvantageous because it does not provide 100% protection and may result to unpleasant reactions which have raised social and emotional concerns.
Without doubt, childhood vaccination is a problem to the social and emotional development of children in Alberta, Canada. Although the National Advisory for Community Immunization has played a great role in the implementation of immunization programs, the efficiency of childhood immunization has increasingly become uncommon, and hence populations are getting scared by their impacts. It has been found that childhood immunization does not provide complete security against resistant diseases. For instance, children have increasingly suffered from measles with more devastating consequences even leading to the death of infants despite having been immunized. Borrowing from symbolic interactionism, parents and caregivers have had increased trust, but with reduced accuracy of vaccines, all this has turned to negative perceptions. With few examples, vaccinated children have suffered from poliomyelitis and have served as the symbols to campaign against childhood vaccines. Evidently, this aspect has impacted to lasting weaknesses resulting from dying of motor nerve cells thus leaving the vaccinated children under lingering conditions with much emotional stress. These outcomes have rendered the community into social considerations with assertions that childhood vaccines are not effective, and this perception has negatively impacted children’s social development through increased anxiety on whether they might become the next victims.
Childhood vaccine-associated risks have changed the people’s perspective in Alberta that this is a disease protective approach .As such; the people have developed the notion that vaccination safety is no longer a scientific aspect but rather an emotional task that needs to be sorted out (Gottman, 2011). The reawakening of nearly the forgotten diseases has become the order of the day in Alberta. According to NACI research, some caregivers have been practicing under-vaccination of these deadly diseases facilitating to false vaccination and hence resurgence (Liu et al., 2017). In this regard, families, and couples have been conflicting due to lack of shared understanding of the causative agent of the suffering of their children regardless of having followed all vaccination procedures. Children have also encountered negative physical outcomes which are more challenging compared to those of infectious diseases. These outcomes have served as evident signs and symbols of the ineffectiveness of childhood vaccination as ascribed hence putting the symbolic interactionism theory into practice.
Moreover, childhood vaccinations have unpleasant allergic reactions to children. This has often justified the citizens’ allegations that childhood vaccines are linked with a host of conditions which have always remained unexplained. According to Fathima et al. (2017), this practice has eroded the shared confidence in vaccination programs. Psychologist’s research has identified that childhood vaccines intensify emotional stress not only to the parents but also to the children (Gottman, 2011). Evaluation of urinary stress hormones validated this amid households. There was the increased implication of challenges to be attached to children due to high incidences of anxiety disorders, ADHD and obesity (Vauloup-Fellous, 2018). From a different perspective, the evident signs of vaccines inefficiency propagate chances of vaccination avoidance since parents have the notion that their children will suffer from long-lasting and unresolved emotional stress due to undiagnosed medical conditions. In this approach, the challenging features of childhood vaccines in Canada have changed the way the society defines it through perceptions, expectations, and understandings through the evident signs and symbols.
In conclusion, it has been increasingly difficult for practitioners to identify the challenges attached to childhood vaccination and the strongly grounded social and emotional development challenges among children. Although Canada has strategized for national immunization programs, it is complex to identify the evident symbols and signs, words and gestures which have established the oblique implications of childhood vaccination to the society. As such, children living with disabilities in Alberta due to the effects of vaccines have strengthened the community’s understanding and perspectives on childhood vaccines and also shed a light that these vaccines have both positive and negative repercussions. The community has also gained awareness on how the vaccines impact on children’s social and emotional development and this can also be explained using the symbolic interactionist philosophy.
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